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GRACE NOTE
Hope for the Hopeless
Last May 14, I and a group of women drove 9 hours to attend the inurnment of one of our beloved
Wesley family, Alyceann Stevenson, in Auburn, Nebraska, where she is from.

Another school shooting ended 19 very young lives and two lives committed to teaching these young
lives. This happened in Uvalde, TX, Tuesday, the 25th. Our Wesley family Elaine Rust now lives in that
part of the country. She texted a group of us the news even before I saw it on TV.
Tuesday, May 31st, we celebrated the life of our Wesley family Dan Kugler, who died unexpectedly. In
preparing for his service, Margie was sent a song by a dear friend to remind all of God’s enveloping
love and hope.
The phrase “I am the hope for all who are hopeless” from that hymn “You Are Mine” sent to Margie
somehow stuck with me as I reflect on how to face the days ahead.

We offer “thoughts and prayers” to people who have lost loved ones needlessly and unexpectedly,
or even expectedly. Those thoughts and prayers become meaningless when they are thrown out
without acts of mercy and compassion. Or even acts of hope.
Being the hands and feet of God as well as the heart of God calls us to act on God’s behalf. As the
song declares God as the hope for the hopeless, we are asked daily to hang onto that hope and act
on that hope.
As Resurrection people, our lives lived in compassion, empathy, community, and commitment to
justice and mercy call us to seek the good, do no harm, and accompany our neighbors in their hours
of need and grief.
All the more that we need God. All the more that we need to be with God. All the more that we need
to be God’s hope for the hopeless. We need God as God needs us.

Pastor Grace

Prayer Requests

IMPORTANT NEWS
From SPRC

Brandon Trumbo
Jason Adam Patterson
Tom Brehm

Marna Frank
Ruth Callan
Virginia Roders
Ellen Shuemate
To keep our list updated, we will remove
names after 30 days. Please notify the
office to place/re-place a name on the list.
Thank you for your help with this ministry.

Effective July 1st, Pastor Grace will be working part-time at Wesley. We are thankful
to her for accepting a part-time role as this
will free up money within our budget to
maintain other necessities. We are hoping
this is temporary, SPRC will re-evaluate the
situation and budget at the end of the
year. At this time, she is keeping her current office hours and little will change with
regards to service and worship. Please be
mindful that if we are paying her for 20
hours, we can’t expect 40+ hours from
her. Given her passion for Wesley, we all
know her commitment will be well above
20 hours. Please offer to help in any way
that you see fit to reduce her work
load. At times, we will be asking, Alan,
Christie or Pastor Ri’ to preach.
Thank you - SPRC

DATES IN JUNE
Thursday 6/2
Knitting Group 6:30 pm
Sunday 6/5
SCRIP Orders taken
Tuesday 6/7
UWF 9:30 am
Thursday 6/9
Knitting Group 10:00 am
Wednesday 6/15 UWF 6:30 pm
Sunday 6/19
Father’s Day
Sunday 6/26
Outreach Meeting 10:00 am

The Kugler family would like to thank our special
Wesley family for all the love, support, and especially the prayers after Dans’ unexpected death. We
are so grateful for the meals that were provided for
our family. They were all so wonderful and always
seemed to arrive at the right time. We appreciate
all that was done. Thank you from the bottom of
our hearts.
Sincerely,
The Kugler Family

A VIEW FROM THE PEW
Like many of you, I have been steeped in the news lately. These times of plague bring out the
best in humanity, and the worst. For every story of heroic health care or delivery workers
fighting to maintain some semblance of normalcy to our lives, there is a story of people at their
worst, trying to scam people out of their benefits, or trying to set us against each other in the
public square. Why do we do this? It could be that it is a way to try to regain some control
over something in this crazy world. They think: “I may not know where this disease came from,
how it is transmitted, or what I can do if I catch it. I could catch ill and maybe die and never
know how or why. I can’t do anything about that- but I can control *this* by rising to be a hero
or by sinking to be a knave.”

Control comforts us, and I think that is part of what drove Thomas to ‘doubt’ when he returned
and the others told him that Jesus had come. To him, it was another hill on the roller coaster
they’d all been up and down on since Good Friday. He had no control over what was happening
around him, but he could control how he reacted to it. And so, he doubted. Perfectly natural,
but I think there is a lesson in there for us in this time when things are spinning out of our
hands. We can’t always control events. We can’t always even understand them. There is a
lesson for us all in this pandemic. There is a purpose behind it, and we have to have faith that
since it is God’s purpose, it is Good.
What can be good about a plague that affects billions, kills millions, and ruins livelihoods across
the globe, driving up domestic abuse and deaths of despair? I’ll be honest- I do not really
know. I can offer up a few small things, but they don’t really seem to bring the balance down
at all. Here’s a few I came up with:
It reminds us of the importance of handwashing and other elements of common-sense disease
prevention. As a man who works in an office building, I can give you an unscientific report- A
good portion of the men who use bathrooms only give their hands a 3 second rinse, if that
much, and more than a few didn’t even use soap (I make a point to avoid shaking hands with
those, personally). I am willing to hazard a wager that, when our office re-opens, handwashing
will be taken far more seriously.
Perhaps more importantly, it reminds us of the importance of people who are not often thought
highly of in society- food-service workers, delivery people, grocery clerks. We are all equal in
the eyes of God, but too often, we just gloss right over people in our lives like that. Maybe, just
maybe we can start to see each other a little bit like God sees us, as reflections of His glory,
instead of as members of some race, class, color, or sexual preference. We are not meant to be
lumped into any groups, and those who practice what is called identity politics do those they
claim to champion as great a disservice as they do to society at large by denying the individual
their special beauty as they refuse to look at anybody beyond the skin.
Whatever lessons God has in this disease for us to learn, let us seek them out with all of our
hearts, because this is a harsh school, and I for one do not want to have to repeat the class!

By: Alan Mulroy

SCRIP ORDERS GO IN
June 5th
Now is a great time to purchase SCRIP!
Stores and Restaurants are open for
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Margaret Christian

10

John Khoury
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Virginia Roders
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Alice Hill

business ! Support the businesses that
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are still recovering from the pandemic.
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I was looking through the list of eating
establishments and just driving down
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Pete Krystowiak
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Isaiah Frieri
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Marna Frank

Qdoba, Olive Garden, Pot Belly and
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Elise Valentine

then go have ice cream at Cold Stone.
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Janet Truax

And that’s just 75th St.! Let’s make

highway 50, I could have SCRIP gift
cards for Noodles & Co., Cheddars,

sure these businesses stay in our great
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Chris Herigstad

city and you can painlessly support the
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Matthew Mulroy

church at the same time.
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Kelli Garnett
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Andrew Hansen
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Jennifer Ricchio
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Betty Raddatz
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Joy Delwiche
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Dylan Ricchio
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Gale Thompson
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Ava Christensen-Bara

Also, don’t forget we have $100
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Grayson Christensen-Bara

Woodman cards in the office any time

31

Dodie Smith

J
U

You can still purchase physical SCRIP
gift cards by filling out the attached pdf
form and mail it or drop it off at the
church. Beth will mail you your card
when they come in.
If you need help or have questions
contact Beth Brooks 847-344-1312

you need them.

SHALOM FOOD
PANTRY
COLLECTION
Arnold Parise
delivered over 100
pounds of food to
the Shalom Pantry in
May. Thank you for your generosity! And
a big thank you to Arnold for filling in !
We continue to collect nonperishable
items for the Center. You can bring them
to church on Sundays or you may drop
them off from 8-noon, Monday through
Friday.

United Women
in Faith
Terri’s Circle
UWF (formerly UMW) will be meeting at
Church on
Tuesday, June 7th, 2022 at 9:30 a.m.
Come join us for a morning of fellowship
and getting to know more about our
group.
We look forward to seeing you!

Cyndi’s Circle
The UWF circle will be meeting on
Wednesday, June 15 at 6:30 pm.
Our program will be about Juneteenth.

Wesley Knitting and Crocheting Group
Do you love to knit or crochet?

Do you want to learn how?
Any level of ability is welcome. If you want to
learn, you will be taught. If you already know
how, and just need a refresher.
This is the place to be!
Thursday, June 2 at 6:30 pm
and/or

Thursday, June 9 at 10:00 am.

YOU’RE THE BEST!
Virginia Roders wants to thank
the Knitting/Crocheting group
of ladies who knit her a
beautiful Prayer Shawl. She
uses it every day. She is also
grateful for the prayers and
cards she has received. Please
keep them coming as she has a
bit of a road to travel before
she is really well.

The Faithful Pig Keeper
Stewardship at Wesley
What is Melodies of Compassion?

Every Sunday all of the loose change in our offering goes to fund mission
projects outside of the church. A specific mission is chosen for each quarter, which is highlighted in the bulletin and newsletter. Each year we give
to local, state, national, and world missions. Each year over $2,000 is donated to mission through our Melodies of Compassion giving.
This quarter, our Melodies of Compassion will to UMCOR Support for
Ukraine. How is UMCOR responding? UMCOR’s work in Ukraine is being
funded with gifts to Advance #982450, International Disaster Response
and Recovery. Grants for immediate relief have been given to United
Methodist partners in Ukraine as well as neighboring nations—Poland,
Hungary, Romania, Slovakia, Estonia, Bulgaria and the Czech Republic—to
support those who remain in Ukraine as well as those who have fled the
violence. In addition, grants are being awarded to partners like ACT Alliance, International Orthodox Christian Charities (IOCC) and Human Rights
League. These grants are providing transportation assistance, humanitarian supplies such as food, water, clothing, shelter and medication, as well
as legal services and safe spaces for women, children and those with disabilities. In addition, we have funded the transport of $1 million in
medical supplies to hospitals in Kyiv. UMCOR is in continuous dialogue
with UMC entities and other partners throughout Europe to identify additional ways to assist. The situation in Eastern and Central Europe is evolving and Global Ministries and UMCOR will continue to respond in the
months and years ahead. For more information, please visit this link.

https://umcmission.org/umcor/faq-the-crisis-in-ukraine/#1

Financial Facts: April 2022
Monetary Gifts and Other Income--$22,525.65
Expenses--$13,372.78
Net Funds—$9152.87
2022 Budget—($12,494.79)
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Ministers: All members and friends
Pastor: Rev. Dr. Grace Cajiuat
gcajiuat@kenoshawesley.org
Lay Leader: Alan Mulroy
amulroy@wi.rr.com
Administrative Assistant: Janice Mowry
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COME WORSHIP WITH US!
Sunday Worship: 9:00
Livestream anytime after 9:00
Sunday Adult Studies: 8:00
Phone: (262)-654-8122
Email: wesleyumc@kenoshawesley.org
Web Site: www.kenoshawesley.org
www.facebook.com/kenoshawesley

